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Recruiting Leadership & we 
have a conference coming 
up!

April 12th in Boulder!



Why posters?



Who is your audience?

What is your goal?

What is your field?



The anatomy 
of a poster

• Start early

• Do many drafts

• Get feedback from your professor 
and collaborators early

• List all authors and receive their 
approval

• Understand confidentiality & 
publishing issues

• List all funding sources and 
affiliations (dept.)

• Consider a QR code



LAYOUT: Which way will the person’s 
eye travel?



INTRODUCTION: Why 
should we care?

• Sell it!
• Societal implications

• Ultimate goals
• How cool is this????!!!!

• Funnel Down Approach
• What is the goal of  the field?
• What is the goal of  your group?

• What is your specific project?
• Why do you personally find this 

interesting?



RESULT Mini-stories: 
The QARC Approach

• Question: What is the question?
• Use a question mark

• Approach: What is the approach?
• Explain the methods

• Result: 
• What did you MEASURE?

• What did you FIND?

• What are your CONTROLS?

• What are the AXES?

• Conclusion: state clearly what you 
learned
• “Therefore…”



TALKING
• Be mindful of  your audience

• Let it be a conversation

• Stop and think

• Don’t ever lie – just be honest 
that you don’t know

• It’s often loud & cramped

• Shoes & water



Be creative!

Share your joy!



Presenting Research
- Introduce yourself confidently
- Keep presentation and transition consistent
- Maintain eye contact with audience or look right above their heads
- SILENCE is better than “uhhh” or “ummmmm”
- Speak more slowly to avoid saying um
- Don’t fill with fluff like “great question”
- Allow things to pop up not to distract them
- BE EXCITED, not trying to say “smile”



Presenting Research
- Introduction
- Consistency
- Attention
- PACING
- Be Genuine
- Distractions
- Passion!





Additional Resources

• PLoS: Ten simple rules for a good poster

• Fourwaves: How to make a scientific poster

• NIH (National Institutes of  Health): Poster guide

• Pre-made poster layouts

• Telling scientific stories

https://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal.pcbi.0030102
https://fourwaves.com/blog/how-to-make-a-scientific-poster/
https://www.training.nih.gov/creating-a-scientific-poster/
https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design/
https://www.aldacenter.org/thelink/posts/How%20to%20tell%20an%20engaging%20science%20story%20from%20your%20research%20project.php
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